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PRESS RELEASE
The Ethiopia-EU Civil Society Fund II awards 18 grants worth 3.3 million EURO to
Ethiopian CSOs
The Ethiopia-European Union Civil Society Fund II (CSF II) awards 18 grants to Ethiopian Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) reinforcing its Ethiopia-European Union commitment in strengthening the
capacity of CSOs as key actors of democratic governance and development processes.
The grants will benefit projects focusing on key governance areas, on networks capacity strengthening
and on the provision of innovative services in maternal health in emerging regions, and environmental
sustainability. Campaigns against Gender Based Violence, promotion of rule of law, human rights
education and strengthening community structures for peace building are among the focuses of key
governance projects supported. Project beneficiaries in the area of reproductive health in emerging
regions will implement innovative activities that address the barriers to service-use (on the demand
side) and the technical capacities of local service providers (the supply side). With regard to
environmental sustainability, grantees will undertake activities, which are in line with the national
Climate- Resilient Green Economy Strategy focusing on strengthening community structures to take
lead roles in natural resources management actions at local levels.
The programme is supporting Ethiopian Charities and Societies and Ethiopian Resident organisations
at regional and national level. The 18 projects to be implemented by 48 CSOs are spread across all
regions of Ethiopia.
Head of the European Union Delegation to Ethiopia, Ambassador Chantal Hebberecht, has declared:
"the EU recognises the contribution of Civil Society Organisations to the national development efforts.
Under different contexts, they have important roles to play, be it in service delivery or in consolidating
and channelling voices of citizens."
The CSF II programme is a joint initiative of the European Union and the Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia, under the 10th European Development Fund (EDF), with a total budget of 12 million Euros
in two phases. The purpose of the programme is to increase Civil Society Organisations' capacity to
engage in governance and development activities. CSF II provides grant and non-grant capacity
supports for Civil Society Organisations. The CSF II commenced its operation on 1st of October 2012.
The second phase of the Civil Society Fund is one of the flagship programmes of the EthiopiaEuropean Union cooperation.
The CSF II programme builds upon the predecessor programme CSF I with regard to coordination and
cooperation arrangements with key stakeholders including governmental, non-governmental and donor
partners.
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